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World  hog  slau^ter  and  pork  production  in  1957  is  likely  to  show 
a  slight  decline  from  the  high  level  of  1956.  Total  slaughter  in  1956 
is  e3q)ected  to  be  somewhat  more  than  in  1955,  which  was  the  largest  in 
any  year  since  World  War  II. 

Hog  slaughter  in  Canada  and  the  United  States  will  decline  moder- 
ately in  1957.    No  significant  changes  in  the  volume  of  slaughter  are 
eapected  in  either  Western  Europe  or  in  the  leading  hog  producing  coun- 
tries of  South  America.    But  slaughter  in  Australia  and  New  Zealand  is 
likely  to  increase. 
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Prospective  smaller  hog  slaughter  in  North  America  in  1957  is  a  re- 
sult of  the  sharp  decline  in  hog  prices  in  late  1955  and  early  1956, 
which  have  reduced  the  farrowings  in  Canada  and  the  United  States* 

Hog  numbers  in  Western  Europe  are  approaching  the  limit  of  available 
feed  resources  with  present  crop  acreages  and  the  number  of  other  live- 
stock being  raised.    Current  levels  of  hog  prices  provide  little  incen- 
tive to  raise  more  pigs.    But  conditions  vary  by  country.    In  some  coun- 
tries like  the  United  Kingdom  lower  prices  to  hog  producers  and  lower 
price  s^^ports  are  holding  down  production.    On  the  other  hand,  in  France, 
liberal  price  supports,  large  feed  grain  supplies  and  high  market  prices 
are  encouraging  even  larger  hog  production. 

Reduced  supplies  of  pork  and  lard  in  the  United  States  and  Camda 
in  1957  and  the  probable  higher  prices,  will  tend  to  limit  e3qport8  of 
lard  and  pork  from  these  countries.    However,  demand  for  pork  products 
in  Western  Europe  as  a  whole  continues  very  strong  with  hi^h  consular 
incomes.    A  continuation  of  this  strong  demand  will  generally  limit  the 
amount  of  pork  and  lard  available  for  export  from  the  surplus  producers 
in  Europe, 

Little  change  in  pork  output  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  1957  suggests 
the  need  for  conti.nued  large  irports  to  fill  its  requirements.    The  Uni- 
ted Kingdom  is  the  largest  inporter  of  pork  in  the  world  and  relies 
heavily  on  Denmark  for  its  iiqjort  requirements. 

Hog  slaughter  in  the  United  States  increased  sharply  last  year  to 
81  million  head,  and  is  e:q)ected  to  total  around  QU  million  head  in  1956, 
A  moderate  decline  is  expected  in  1957 •    The  1956  spring  pig  crop,  mostly 
for  slaughter  this  fall  and  winter,  was  8  percent  smaller  than  a  year 
earlier.    Farrowing  intention  reports  suggest  a  somewhat  similar  decline 
in  the  size  of  the  1956  fall  pig  crop  which  will  furnish  the  bulk  of  the 
slaughter  supply  during  the  spring  and  summer  of  1957.    Reported  inten- 
tions for  9  Com  Belt  States  indicate  that  December  1956  -  February  1957 
farrowings  will  be  k  percent  below  a  year  earlier  indicating  that  the 
downward  trend  in  slaughter  will  continue  at  least  throiigh  much  of  1957 • 
Relatively  low  hog  prices  in  the  United  States  are  the  direct  cause  of 
the  smaller  production  as  feed  grain  siipplies  are  unusually  large. 

Decreased  hog  slaughter  and  rising  consumption  of  pork  in  Canada 
will  probably  result  in  smaller  exports  of  pork  and  lard.    On  the  basis 
of  the  size  of  the  pig  crops  and  prospective  farrowings,  the  Canadian 
Department  of  Agriculture  has  forecast  a  6  percent  decline  in  hog  mar- 
ketings during  October-December  1956  con5)ared  with  a  year  earlier.  A 
decline  of  11  percent  is  foreseen  in  January- June  1957.    Hog  prices  in 
Canada  dropped  nearly  to  support  levels  in  early  1956  but  no  pork  was 
acquired  by  the  government  for  price  si?)port.    Hog  prices  in  Canada 
continue  low. 
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Cuba  has  increased  the  production  oi'  hogs  on  commercial  farms  ty 
largeljT^orts  of  improved  breeding  hogs.    However,  the  moderate  gains 
in  domestic  production  have  not  reduced  its  inport  requirements  for  pork 
and  lard. 

Favorable  feed  supplies  in  Mexico  are  encouraging  hog  production. 
Also  the  government  is  striving  to  decrease  the  nation's  iitport  require- 
ments for  pork,  lard,  tallows  and  greases  ty  programs  to  help  domestic 
livestock  producers.    A  program  is  now  in  operation  which  conteirplates 
extensive  imports  of  piirebred  hogs  for  breed  improvement. 

Hog  slau^ter  is  expected  to  increase  next  year  in  Austria,  France, 
VJest  Germany,  and  Sweden,    Little  change  is  expected  in  Denmark,  the 
United  Kingdom  and  the  Netherlands, 

During  early  1956  the  British  governiosnt  announced  lower  price  sup- 
ports for  hogs  and  higher  s\ipports  for  sheep  and  cattle  so  as  to  make  hog 
production  less  attractive  to  producers.    Another  consideration  was  that 
pork  coxild  be  in^jorted  at  lower  prices  than  it  could  be  produced  in  the 
United  Kingdom.    On  October  1  the  British  government  terminated  its  long 
term  purchase  agreements  for  bacon  and  iu^josed  a  10  percent  import  duty 
on  foreign  supplies. 

Denmark  hopes  to  make  up  some  of  its  expected  losses  to  the  British 
market  by  increased  sales  of  live  hogs  and  hog  products  to  West  Germany, 
The  10  percent  duty  on  U.K,  iir$)orts  of  bacon  is  very  significant  to 
Danish  producers  as  it  reduces  their  market  prices. 

Hog  numbers  on  farms  in  Ireland  decreased  7  percent  from  June  1, 
1955  to  June  1,  1956.  However,  the  number  of  bred  sows  on  June  1,  1956 
was  2  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier,  indicating  that  the  downward 
trend  in  hog  numbers  may  be  at  an  end.  Hog  slaughter  this  year  dropped 
sharply  from  the  high  levels  of  195ii  and  1955.  Exports  of  live  hogs  to 
England  have  been  insignificant  since  May  1  when  this  trade  was  resumed 
for  the  first  time  in  20  years. 

France ' s  imports  of  pork  have  dropped  sharply  this  year  and  the 
e3?)orts  have  increased,  reflecting  larger  hog  slaughter.    In  mid-year, 
the  livestock  price  support  agency  held  about  ^0  million  pounds  of  pork. 
Quantities  purchased  for  price  support  have  been  exported  to  such  coun- 
taries  as  Western  Germany  and  Italy  under  special  financial  arrangeinents . 
Pork  output  is  expected  to  continue  large  with  price  supports  established 
for  farmers  equivalent  to  around  25  U.S.  cents  per  pound  liveweight.  A 
-arge  barley  crop  has  been  harvested  and  feed  supplies  are  plentiful. 

Increased  hog  slaughter  in  Belgium  this  year  reduced  hog  prices  to 
such  an  extent  that  the  government  has  been  subsidizing  exports  of  pork, 
ioqjorts  of  this  surplus  pork  have  principally  been  to  Italy  and  West 
Germany,  " 
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The  government  of  West  Germany  jjn^orted  a  large  number  of  hog  sides 
in  early  1936  for  storage  in  anticipation  of  a  reduction  in  hog  slaughter 
this  summer  and  fall.    In  mid- July  there  were  around  200,000  of  these 
carcasses  in  storage  liiich  about  utilized  the  available  storage  space. 

The  Austrian  government  controls  ingjorts  and  e:}qDorts  of  pork  to  sta- 
bilize domestic  hog  prices.    During  the  first  6  months  of  1956  pork  im- 
ports were  only  1  percent  of  total  supplies  and  were  pertly  offset  by  ex- 
ports of  pork  under  the  price  stabilization  plan. 

With  higher  incomes  being  received,  the  domestic  demand  for  pork  con- 
tinues strong.    Demand  is  expected  to  increase  further  in  1957  although 
not  as  markedly  as  in  1956. 

Slaughter  of  bacon  pigs  in  the  Netherlands  during  January-July  1956 
was  only  slightly  larger  than  a  year  earlier.    Esqsorts  of  bacon  were  up 
moderately  from  a  year  earlier. 

The  output  of  pork  in  Sweden  is  expected  to  increase  during  the  first 
half  of  1957.    An  increase  of  15  percent  in  the  number  of  sows  bred  has 
been  indicated  for  the  first  half  of  1956.    On  June  1,  1956  there  were 
2  percent  more  hogs  on  farms  in  Sweden  than  a  year  earlier.    Sweden  is 
harvesting  a  large  coarse  grain  crop  this  year  which  will  tend  to  promote 
the  expansion  of  hog  production. 

Guaranteed  prices  of  corn  and  other  feed  grains  in  Argentina  are 
discouraging  hog  production.    The  granting  of  free  exchange  rates  for 
pork  has  increased  the  ejqports  of  the  first  k  months  of  1956  considerably 
over  that  of  1955.    In  recent  months  this  has  led  to  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  sows  and  unfinished  hogs  being  marketed. 

This  year  there  has  been  a  sharp  increase  in  the  government  sijqpport 
prices  for  grains  without  a  corresponding  increase  in  hog  prices.  The 
expansion  in  grain  production  may  result  in  larger  production  of  hogs  at 
a  future  time  but  this  will  depend  upon  the  relative  profitability  of  ex- 
porting pork  or  feed  grains. 

Brazil' s  relatively  large  grain  harvest  last  season  may  encourage 
an  increase  in  hog  production  but  such  an  increase  would  not  be  reflected 
in  increased  hog  slaughter  until  late  1957 • 

Hog  numbers  are  increasing  in  Australia.    Fresh  pork  and  cured  ham 
and  bacon  have  been  in  relatively  short  supply  and  prices  of  hogs  and 
meat  have  increased.    Slaughter  in  New  Zealand  is  also  e:3q)ected  to  in- 
crease in  1957 • 
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